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In the words of the Grand Duke Nisholas'
official report “‘the difficult and complicated
task of crossing the Danube is achieved.”
The Russians have already established a
foothold in Bulgaris, from which it will be
Impossible to dislodge them. Along the
entire  line of 280 miles the most
desperately aggressive operations were
simultaneously begun. For three days the
placid waters of the Danube have flowed
jhrough the infernal regions, The Hemarp
rorrespondents in the field have forwarded
cheir reports to the chief office in Bucharest,
whence it is torwarded at once to this point.
The detailed narrative of the crossing at
Bistova is another brilliant achievement for
the Henarp's correspondents at the front,

THE DAY BEVORE THE CROSSING,

Dsyliéhf. broke on Tuesday serene and
apparently unpromising of great events;
but it .soon transpired that it was
the day on which the active prepara-
tions for the passage of the river
were to be concluded. From the Rus-
pian batteries on the Roumanian bank,
slong the entire line, cannonading began
in earnest. The bombardment of Rust-
ohnck had been dreadful up to this time
pnd had tended to cause a genmeral move-
ment of Turkish troops toward that lo-
cality.

NIGHT ON THE RIVER'S DANK.

In every .Russian camp along the great
river the men were inspected during the
day. The arms were examined. and the
eartridges were seen to be full count. The
troops quartered in towns passed the night
more agreeably than those who slept in the
open field, because the latter were com-
pelled literally to sleep with their guns
in their hands,

THE GRAND ADVANCE.

On Wednesday the first move in the
descent into Bulgaria was made at Kalarash.
The bombardment of Widdin, Nicopolis,
Sistova, Rustchuk, Turtukai and Bilistria
continued in a more furious manner. The
scenes of destruction reported from Rust-
chuk repeated themselves in every Turkish
town assailed.

BEATING BACK THE TUBES AT NICOPOLIS,

The crossing at Nicopolis from Turnu-
Magureli was witnessed by the Czar, who
sat on horseback on the summit of
Mount Grapavi. The Turks made =
desperate resistance with every avail-
able man whom they ecould mus-
ter. Opposing the landing were ten
Turkish battalions and eighteen field can-
non. Bavage fighting took place on the
banks and in a little time the corpses were
thickly strewn there. Still the Ruesians
esme on ; for every man killed, ten were
ready to take his'Place.

*¥a¥0D HIHOTE AHL

The Eighth Russian corps, under the
command of General Radetsky, embarked
behind the island of Vardin, opposite the
mouth of the Juntra, some distance below
the ‘town of Bimnitza. The Fourteenth di-
vi.on covered the embarkation with field
artillery and sharpshooters.

RESISTANCE OF THE TUBKS.

The Turkish force opposing this move-
ment was soon reinforced from the neigh-
boring towns of Bjela, Batin, Nowigrad and
other points, but they did not arrive in
time to crush the first parties of Russians
that landed, and were met on the shore by
sn overwhelming fores, which drove them
back by & tremendous musketry fire,

TWO PEINTS MADE,

Attempts at orossing made by the Russians
at Rustchuk and Turtukoi were unsuccess-
ful. These movements wers eﬂ,dent]y
feints to occupy the attention of the Rust-
chuk, Turtukoi and Bilistria garrisons,

THE CROSRING AT BISTOVA.

The Hsnirp correspondent with the Rus-
sian Eighth corps, which crossed at Bistoys,
reports, under date of Wednesday, from the
Bulgarian »ide, after the suocessful exe-
cution of the movement, that the prepara-
tions for the ocrossing at that point
began in the swampy meadows below
Simnitza, where the troops wero assom-
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Showing the Places Where the Russians Have

The fortress of Widdio, or Widin, 18 sitoated on the
right bapk of the Danube, sid near tho curve where
tbe river begins its casterly cou R n

Roumanians, and artillery duels oceur at intervals be-
twoon them aod the Turks in Widdin. It will be

and Bulgaria. The shape of the town s thut of & semi-
gircle, the river front forming the dmamoter.
The citadel, or what wos regarded as such,
is on the western wmida of the towp, but
does not lulfil the requirements of such a place
ol strengih in modern warfare. The lund defi

Serod that quite recently a Turkish puo-
boat, built at Pesth, was caplured when
atlempting to pass the Roumanian battories at
Kdlalat. As Widdin is ovo of the most Im-
portant Turkish foriresses on the Daoube the desperate
condition of the Turkish cause Is proved by ita virtual

are now an old encelnte of irregular trace and several
ks of paratively recent oconsiraction.
These In comb op an  |rregul
pentag: flanked by On the river
frout the works are more pretentious, with bastioned
fronts .and a revetment of florty feet In height,
protecied by a doep, wide ditch and n covered
way apd glacis The ditch can be filled from the river
when peccesary, Between the town and Kalafat, on
the opposite side of ihe Dapube, there |8 an island
which the Russians selzed in 1853, when attnckiog
Widdin. HKnaiafat bas until pow been the regular téte
de pont of Widdin nnd covered tho communication be.
twoen that town and Western Houmania  Since the
army of Prince Charies bas joined the Russian loroes
Katafat haa been occopied in foroe and lortifled by the

bandi 1t to bombardment and slege by the Rusao.
Roumanian army. Should Widdin fall the Turks must
loave the Soervian frootier aod absndon thelr hold on
Bosnis and Herzogovina, lor their ohis! base of opera-
tious would be lvst. The capture of Widdin by toe in-
vading army would Immensely facilitate operations In
Western Bulgaria
Below Widdin are the minor loriresses of Lom and
Rahova, the Orst thirty aud the second sixiy-elght
miles from Widdin, but neither are of a characier to
present any difflcuities to an army crossing in their
immedinte vicinity., Rabhova has two detnched forts
armed with light pleces, but the construction of the
works is defective. Certainly they canuot resist rifled
artillery. Betwoen Rahova and Nicopolis, or Nikopal,
there are no defonsive works. Nikopol, forty-
eight miles from Ranova, I8 now in the hands

of the Russians, and (s an Important coplure
The town 18 bullt on & height immediately
over the vriver bank, (o which it has been

connected by nn enclosure with earthon parapets,
revetted, and a diteh flanked with flat bastions, From
its position Nikopol can bo mado s atrong (éte de pont,
covering one of the lines of retreat, which the Rus-
sians will naturally secure at all important poiots along
the Daoube,

Below Nikopel ond distant from (& twenty-lour
miles, Is the town sod fortress of Sistova, aleo occupied
by the Russians after their crossing {rom Simpitzs oo
the 27th. Sistova 18 bullt on two hills close to Lhe
river, which are crowned by substantial works The
town is defended by an enceinte ol eartbwork, laoked
by bastions and covored by a ditch. The Jantia unites
with the Daonbe below Sistova and forms a good
line covoring Rustabuk, but the Russians bave crossed
in force betwesn the Jantra and the last named
fortrees, thus making the river a delence for thoir
operations instead of Ainding It an obstacle. Hustehuk
has been requently deseribed in the Herawp, Ib i
now all but reduced to rmins by the persistent bome-
bardment of the last five days, It Is distant [rom
Sletova about  thirty-seven  miles Glurgovo,

bled on Tuesday evening at dusk,
Silently and steadily battalion after bat-
talion and battery after battery moved into
its assigned position, the greatest possible
care being taken to avoid attracting atten-
tion. The most perfect order and discipline
prevailed, and every man acted as if the
issue of the war depended on the manner
in which he executed his individual duty.
WAITING FOR THE DAWN,

The point selected for the landing on the
Bulgarian sidé was about two mileas below
Bistova, where it had been. previously as.
certained by efficient Russian spies that the
ciroumstances were fivorablee The men
slept little that mnight, the ground
being damp, and the morning was
awaited with feverish anxiety., Not
a sound was heard but the tramp of men as
they moved into their places, or the dall
noise made by wagon or artillery wheels.
The orders were given in subdued tones,
and as few lights a8 possible were visible.
It was a night of deep suspense and of
eager hope for the soldiers who, on the
morrow, were to be face to face with the
hated Moslem.

THE FIEST DETACHMENT STARTED,

At dawn on Wednesday morning the
order to move was given, every man fell
into his place and the work of crossing the
river in face of the enemy was begun. A
number of boats had been collected, and
into these the first detachment stepped
after o few encouraging words from their
officers, The boats were pulled briskly out
into the stream and made straight for the
Bulgarian shore, followed by the eager eyes
of their comrades. The troops composing
this advanced guard were all picked men,
and a finer or more soldierly set of fellows
could not be seen.

THE TURES OPEN FIRE.

Their movement was observed from the
Bulgarion side, and a heavy fire waa opened
on the boats from the Turkish artillery.
The boats pushed pgallantly on, however,
and as they meared the other shore the
Turkish infantry ecommenced a vigorous
fusillade. Detachment after detachment fol-
lowed from the Russian side in boats, and
a# they ran in toward the enemy's position
they returned the musketry fire with good
effect. The Russian batteries meanwhile
kept up a terrific cannonade to cover the
landing.

A LAXDING EFFECTED,

As the first boats dashed into the bank
the men leaped ashore with a ringing cheer
and immediately formed a strongskirmish
line to protect the landing. Boat after boat
pushed in and company after company dis-
embarked, and soon a sufficient force was
assembled to justify an attack on the nearest
Turkish position. The Turkish infantry
were vigorously charged and after a brief
but desperate struggle were driven from
the landing place at the point of the
bayonet,

PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE WORK.

By seven o'clock & whole brigado was
across, and the movement was kept up
without s moment's interruption or delay.
Everything had been provided for with
wonder{ul foresight, and the orders of the
commanders were execnted with the greatest
promptoess and precision, At noon a whole
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Bl The Russian Advance Across the Danube,

division was over, and another division
ready to start at o moment's notice on the
Roumanian shore.

SEIZING THE HEIGHTS NEAR BISTOVA.

At nine o'clock in the morning a body of
Turkish infantry, 3,000 strong, was pushed
forward and commenced an attack on the
troops that had been landed.

A sharp fight ensued, buy the Turks were
in a short time driven back by the fire of
the Yolichine brigade, This brigade, fol-
lowing up its first victory, soon after took
possession of the heights near Bistova and
established themselves firmly there, so as
to protect the landing of the troops which
followed them.

SISTOVA OCCUPIED AND THY. DANUBE BRIDGED.

Bo suceessful has the movement across
the river been at this point that the Turkish
resistance hos been completely overcome
and the Russians oceupied Sistova on
Thursday. As soon ns that operation was
completed a bridge was thrown across the
Danube and the whole Eighth corps moved
over to the Bulgarian side.

A GALLANT YOUNG PRINCE.

Many officers and soldiers greatly distin-
guished themselves during the execution
of this brilliant movement, but the
youngest son of the Grand Duke Nicholas
did so in a particularly brilliant manner.

THE GRAND DUKE ON THE GROUND,

The Grand Duke Nicholas himself, with
General Nepokortschitzky, chief of staff of
the army of the Danube, and the whole
stafl of the Grand Duke, arrived over later
on, Thoe Grand Duke expressed himself
highly gratified at the conduet of the
troops throughont the dny, snd indeed he
could not be otherwise than pleased. The
Russisns fought splendidly, and no one

who had an opportunity of witnessing their
magnificent work that day when face to face
with the Turks conld for a moment doubt
their superiority.
tively light,

Ten thousand Russians occupied the
Island of Borces, opposite Kalarash, and
probably landed near Silistria. Thus the
movement embracod the entire Turkish de-
fence line of the Danube,

Their loss was compara-

CHOSSING AT WIDDIX.
It is also believed that the crossing was
successfully effected at Widdin. The Rou-
manians had established on the neighbor-
ing islands in the river forts from which the
landing was covered.
TO THE LAST CARTRIDGE.

At nearly all points appalling slaughter
occurred. The Turks exhibited the most
despeorate valor and in many instances ex-
pended their last cartridges before retiring,
They were evidently surprised by the sud-
denncss of the Russian attack and were no-
where fully prepared to ment it

TWO CITIES IN FLAMES,

Owing to the terrible
the bombardments of
Widdin, both towns
and the Turkish the
latter are in imminent danger of
destruction. The destruction of Widdin by
fire will bring maiters to a erisis in the gar-
rison, even if it is able to hold out against
the Russian and Roumnninn invaders,

THE KEY OF THE DANUBE.

The Russian position at Sistova is of
eminont strategical value becanse it gives its
possessors the command of the whole
northeastern Danube of Bul-
garls, rendering ensy the ciroumventing
of the ohaln of Turkish fortresses

of
and

sevority
Niocopolis
are in flames,

stores  in

portion

the Roumapian  town opposite Rustohuk,
14 now completely surrounded by  Hussian
talleries.  Those frouting  o©n  the Danube

are puw bombarding Rustehuk. Tuortukal (& thiety-
five miles down the river from Rusteliuk, and is op-
posite, or wearly so, Oltonitza, which in oecupiod by
the Russiane  The nttempt to eross here bias tailed for
the present, and indeed it looks as if it was only in-
teudod a8 n feint 1o Keop the Turks botwean Rustichuk
and Silistria engaged whilo the real crossings wero in
progress clsewhere, Turtulkal is not a regular fortress,
but 18 defonded by fleld works recently erectod along
the river. From Tortukal toSilistria 1t s thirty miles,
The last named foriress (s at the northeastern angle
of the quudrilateral, nnd sinco the accupation of the
Dobr ha by the R represents the right of the
Turkish line lor the dofence of the Lanube, It is, as
rocently desoribed in the Herarp, an important place
ol strength, del 1l by ab 1 lnte and by
detnchod forts coostructed om the creste of the hills
immediately in rear of the town. The heights wtlll
furthor in tho roar of Silistirla command it, and it is
prohable that il the Russians succeed in eeizibg them
Siligtria will epeodily tall.

which reach to the Balkans. In other
words, the famousquadrilateral, about which
so mueh has been said, ean be converted
Of course, the
Russians do not expect to get past such a
strong fortress as Shumla withont a desper-

ate fight.
NEVER READY AT THE DECISIVE MOMENT.

into four isolated fortresses.

Many theories are advanced to account
for the carelessness of the Turks. The sim-
ple truth is that they did not expect their
enemies, It is certain, in any event, that
their innttention to the duties which they
were posted upon the Danube to perform
has greatly contributed to the general suc-
cess of Wednesday,

THE PART WHICH BUMMER PLAYED,

Above Tunrnu-Nargureli, at the mouth of
the Aluta River, and at Kotnovac Island,
opposite Islas, the Russians were permitted
to make s quiet embarkation, They found
easy concenlmemt among the trees and
underbrush., On the island of Varnim,
below Simnitza and opposite Sistova, like-
wise, there was a dense growth of under-
wood, and behind this cover the Eighth
corps embarked on barges. The pontoons
were joined together with rafters, and clear-
ing the eastern point of the island the long
flonting  bridge was  soon swung into
the stream and floated to the other side of
the river, the landing being effected on
the edge of a wide-spreading plain,
The Turks had battalions
and a few badly served cannon to op-
pose the disembarkation, and made only
The
evidently

only three

a slight and ineffectual resistance,
of had
five kilometors (three
miles) 6&6f water,
many islands,

Sistova
the
three-quarter

the
This aceount of the crossing at

garrison
trusted  to
and
formed by for
protection.
Sistova is obtained from official sources at
Bucharest, and will be seen to differ slightly
as to minor details from the deseription of a
Herann correspondent, an eye witness to
the passage, given below.
OFFICTAL CONFIRMATION.

The following telegram was roceived in
8t. Petersburg yesterday morning from

Duke Nicholas:—*The dif-

complicated task
Danube is

the Grand
fieult and
ing the

and the surronnding heights are in our
hands.
with mountain artillery, was thie first to

of eross-
achieved, Sistova

General Dragomiroff's division,
cross, the Volhynian regiment leading the
van, Thern are now (the evening of the
27th) on the other side the Eighth army
corps and the Fonrth rifle brignde. The
Thirty-fith division is now crossing."”

All the troops of General Zimmerman
have erossed the Dannbe at Galatz,

The Fourth army corps, from the interior
of Russin, is now entering Roumania via
Bolgrad,

PEOCLAMATION BY THE CZAR TO THE BULGA-
RIANS,

The Czar issued the following proclama-
tion to the Bulgarians:—

My troops have erosapd the Danube. To«lay they
enter your teriitory, where they have already
geven times fought for the amelloration of the lot

of the Christian fnhabitants of Turkey, Russns
Al bears the same  love and  solleiwude
toward all  Chrtstmns In  Turkey as when

ahe socured the lberation of Servia and Ron-
mania. | have confided to my army the
mission of seouring o sacred righws ol

your astionality, which you have scquired
by centuries of suffering and the blood of martyrs
which lias soaked your soll. Russia's mission is to
butid up, pot to destroy. She is called by the
decrees of Providence to concillate snd pacily
all races and denominstions In  those
parts of Bulgaria inhablited by a mixed populstion.
Henceforth the Russian arms will protect every
Christian  against sll violence. Not vengeance
but strict equity will guide our acts.”

The proclamation  promises also  equal
protection to Mussulmans but lmpartial justice
upon known participators in atrocities. It urges
the abandonment of intestine dissensions and
announces thal ms fast as the Russians
advance Turkish rule will be replaced by
regulor organizations o which the native
innabitants will be summoned to take part under
the supreme direction of specisl authorities and
Bulgariun leglous will be formed to serve af
the nucleus of a local armed force des
tined to malntain order and  securty. The
prociamation concludes :—Follow falthfully the
Instructions of the Russian suthoritles. Thereln
lle your strength and security. With hamilty [
pray the Lord to grant us victory over the enemies
of Chiristianity and to send down His blessing upon
our juss cause. ™

AXOTHER MONTENEGRIN VICTORY.

The HEraLp correspondent at Knin telee
graphs that Mehemet Ali attacked the
Montenegrin position in the district of
Maratschin on Thursday, and a desperate
engngement ensued. Beth stdes fought
with great bravery, but finally the Turks
were repulsed with great loss.

THE DOBRUDEHA PBACTICALLY WON,

The special correspondent of the Hemarp
st Bucharest confirms the report already
cabled of the evacuntion of Tchernavoda
and Medjidi by the Turks. The Russians
are now within twelve miles of Tehernavoda
and afl registonce to their advance in the
Dobrudsha mny be said to be practically at
an end.

A LUSSIAN REPULSE NEAR ZEWIN,

The HeraLp correspondent with the
Turks at Erzeroum telegraphs that on Mon=
day 10,000 Turks, commanded by Fegi
Pacha, hnd an engagement near Zewin
with 16,000 Russians, The Turks oce
cupied a strongly intrenched posi=
tion, which the Russians assaulted. They
were driven back repeatedly, but several
times renewed the assault, and fought with
great bravery. Though superior in num-
bers the strength of the Turks' position
more then counterbalanced this advantage,
and they were eventually repulsed. The
Russion loss was very heavy.

BAJAZID RECAFTURED.

The same correspondent reports that the
Turks have recaptured Bajazid after a sharp
struggle, and the Russian left wing is now
surrounded by Mukhtar Pacha's forces
The Russian loss in this battle is stated by
the Turks to be 3,000, but the number is
probably much exaggerated.

WHERE MUKHTAR 18,

A de#patch trom Erzeroum, dated June 25, 88y e
“‘Mukhtar I'acha |8 ot Yenikol. He 18 expected to
rejoln the centre at Zewin tosmorrow. "

A DANGEROUS ATTACK ON THE REAR.

A Rusglon column, 15,000 strong, arrived bofors
Khorassan In the rear of the Turkish centre on the
24th. Captain Mehemed, with a brigade, has oceu-
pled Kuprikor, to the west of Ehorassan. Nine hune
dred and cight wagons, with mmmmunition have been
sent to Mnkhtar Pacha's camp,

HOT WORK IN STORE FOR RODART.

ItIn reported here in trustworthy circies that

Tussia has given Mr. Whitehead, the torpedo in-

ventor, an order for 100 fish torpedoes, toba de-
spatchied 10 the Black Soa and the Dannbe. ‘The
Russian govermment s resolved, If possible, ta
destroy or drive away all the Turkish monitors in
or near the mouths of the Danube, and thon assume
the offensive with the iron-clads they have ag
Nicolalefl and some torpedo vessels now constract.
Ing ot St Petersburg.
A DANGEROUS NEWHBORHOOT,

A despateh to the Times from Its Pera correspon-
dent saysi—“A private letier to me confirms the
report that 8ir Arnold Kemble and Oaptaln Norman,
Enghsh attachés, who were watching the opera-
tions at Zeidekan on June 16, when the Rusaans
deleated the Turks, were pursned by Cossacks for
twenty-five miles under the supposition that they
were conpected with the enemy.” The ecorre-
spundent also says:—-0One of the Russlan prisoners
here, sadd to be the non-commissioned oMcer
Fouchkine, was killed hy jnmping out ol a window
in an attempt to escape.’’

NOW, FOR SWEET HEVENOGE'S SAKE.

The Bulgarians in tie Dobrudsebs AT% arming
agninst the Turks.

AUSTRRIA'S POSITION,

In the lower house ol e Austrian Rewchsrath
the Minister President, in reply to an Interpelis-
tion, said no offonsive or delensive alllance with
Germany had been refused because none had been
asked by Germany. He sadded that the govern-

| ment still maintained Its declaration of neutrality.
| Ita relations with loreign Powers were Lhe same

and there was no occssion for the mobiliation of
delengive forces
HUE WILL NOT BE LESS WATCHFUL.

Shonld events oceur, however, rendering the re-
Inforcement of troops on the Irontier necessary,
the government reserved to itself power to take
such measures as the protection of the Immedinte
Interests on the frontier might require. The fact
that the government had hitherto deemed these
measures unnecessary, and from & regard for its
financial positlon still dispensed with them, was
A gnarantee that it wonkl not sdopt them prema-
turely nor to s greater or less exrent than might be
NECERRArY

THE LAWY OF WAR.

The Times in ita leading articie says:—“Neutral
States are painfally interested hy the reports thas
the Rossians have been vioiating the laws of war
ty the infliction of wanton injary. If ther de-
liberately direeted thelr guns against she consulates
and delenceless parts ol Rostchnk their gulit s sur
passed ooly by their folly, aml that folly wonid be all
the more glaring, because, If, as reported, they
continued to fire on the English Consulate after the
Consul hoisted the American Nag, they womnid have
gone out of their way to assail & power peculiarty
friendly to themseives. It {8 diMcult 1o bellave the
Hussinns would have deMberately Infilcted such an
outrage and it is woll to remember that similay
charges Invariably accompany every bombard-
moent, "

FROBOGATION OF TR TORKTMA CAAMBERS,

In the Turkish Chamber of Deputies yesterday
the Premident annonnced that he had received
orders (rom the Suitan to declare the seasion of the
Chambers closod. The Deputies would, however,
continue to hold thelr position as represantatives,
and It was posmible they might be assembiod for
extraordinary sesslon to deliberate upon a ‘‘satis-
factory subject.” 1618 thought thin oxpression was
moans to allude 10 8 possible conelusion of pesce.



